[Occluding spasm of the total left coronary artery during coronary angiography].
Catheter-induced coronary artery spasms are rare during diagnostic coronary angiography, and they occur more often after PTCA because of local vessel wall injury. These spasms are rapidly reversible after administration of nitroglycerine and are normally no cause of serious complications. We report about a catheter-induced occlusive spasm of the entire left anterior descending and circumflex coronary artery in a 56-year-old patient with coronary double-vessel disease, 70% restenosis of the LAD, and a history of two coronary angiographic procedures and one PTCA without any complication. The spasm occurred immediately after the intubation of the left main stem with a 9F PTCA guiding catheter before the coronary guide wire or balloon was advanced into the LAD. Cardiac resuscitation was necessary due to acute left heart failure. The spasm was spontaneously reversible, but reproducible. Therefore, life-threatening coronary artery spasm can occur during coronary angiography or PTCA, but the tendency of spontaneous spasm relief seems to be high.